
Thank you to all of 
the students and 
parents who partici-
pated in the fund-
raising effort for 
Haiti.  The pictures 
and stories coming 
out of Haiti have 
been incredible, 

and have probably 
affected all of us.  
We are very proud 
to say that $499.00 
was raised at Gem 
School, and for-
warded to the Ca-
nadian Red Cross. 
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Dates to Remember:  

 

Mar. 11:  Report Cards 

& Awards Assembly  

2:15  

 

Mar. 12:  Lieu Day ñ No 

School  

 

Mar. 26:  Penny Carnival   

April 2 -11:  Easter Holi-

days ñNo School  
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With the Olympic games be-
hind us and a long dreary 
month ahead, we are feeling 
the need to instill a bit of ex-
citement into March.  There-
fore, we are planning to host a 
White Elephant sale and 
Penny Carnival on March 25 
for the school students and pre
-schoolers in the commu-
nity.  For the White Elephant 
sale, each student can bring 
five to ten items to sell; the 
items should be clean, in good 
condition, and something they 

think other children would like 
to buy.  In their family groups, 
the students will spend time 
planning and setting up sev-
eral Penny Carnival 
games.  Then it will be time to 
have some fun!  We are in the 
planning stage now, so we will 
provide more information 
about this event closer to the 
date. 

Arenõt you just loving the longer days and all the extra sunshine?  Well 

not so much sunshine today, but generally speakingé  These days make 

us sad about saying goodbye to the ice rink, but thoughts of soccer 

arenõt far away! 
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In January, there was news about an arbitration settlement that affected teacherôs wages for this school year. Some are unclear is 

to why this happened and so we would like to present the facts. 

In 2007, the Government of Alberta and the provincial Alberta Teachers Association (ATA) negotiated a salary increase tied to a 

formula: Albertaôs Average Weekly Earnings (AAWE) index. In 2008, Statistics Canada AAWE documents demonstrated the 

increase to be in the range of 4.8% and so Alberta Education based their budget on this calculation resulting in school boards re-

ceiving a 4.8% increase to instructional allocations. Then, at the end of March 2009, Statistics Canada revised their calculations 

on AAWE and the new calculation was 5.99%. 

A dispute about the AAWE index formula emerged over the old calculation of 4.82% and the new calculation of 5.99%. The 

ATA and the government agreed to take the dispute to arbitration in January, 2010. Arbitrator Andy Sims decided the wage in-

crease would be 5.99%. 

School boards across the province will honor their contracts with their teachers. This increase from 4.82% to 5.99% will cost 

Grasslands School Division just under $200 000 for this school year. The Minister of Education, Dave Hancock, has committed 

to going to Treasury Board with a request for this funding. In the meantime, this will not affect our students or staff this year as 

we are able to cover this amount out of our reserves. When facing these kinds of situations, we are thankful that we have reserves 

which are a result of prudent fiscal management. 

The Government of Alberta also recently announced that school boards will have no grant increase for the 2010/2011 school 

year. Although we appreciate that Education did not receive any cuts in these very difficult fiscal times, there will be challenges 

in covering increased operating costs and salary increases without a corresponding funding increase. We have yet to calculate the 

overall impact on Grasslands, but we will keep stakeholders informed as we move forward. As we face these challenges, our fo-

cus will continue to be on our studentsô learning, achievement and success. 

Board Bits for March  

We Are Winners!  

At Gem School, we have always known  our stu-

dents are winners.  Now we have gotten some 

prizes for it too!   

We participated in an Olympic Torch Activity 

and Alberta Health Services drew our name as 

winners of ñOlympic Adventure Equipmentò.  We 

canôt wait for it to arrive so we can find out what 

it is! 

Mrs. Polushinôs class was also drawn as winners 

of the Diabetes Calendar winners for February.  

Their prize is passes to the Lakeside Leisure Cen-

tre.  Weôre a fit bunch!   A Special Welcome to Jayden!   

We are very happy to have you 

join our great grade two class.  

You are tons of fun, and a real 

pleasure to have in our school.  
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Remember:  

 St. Patrickõs Day  

 Mar. 17th    

Wear Green or Look Out!  

How to Make a Snowman   by Caitlyn & Scott  

First  you ro ll t he bot t om  
of  t he snow  m an.  Then 
you ro ll t he m idd le o f  
t he snow  m an and t hen 
t he head.  Put  a carro t  in  
t he m idd le of  h is face 
and coal for  h is eyes.  
Find seven rocks and put  
t he rocks near h is ch in .  
We need a hat  and som e 
m it t ens.  He m ight  need 
a scar f .  You look at  h im  
and say he needs som e-

t h ing new  ...but t ons!  
But  you w ill need t o ask 
your m om  for  a lit t le b it  
o f  but t ons for  your  
snow  m an.  You need t o  
put  your  but t ons dow n 
t he f ront  o f  your  snow  
m an.  
 
 
 
 
 

On day 100 the grade one 
to three class did all sorts 
of  activities with the 
number 100.  The para-
graph to the left is a 100  
word paragraph.  Count 
the words if   you want! 

Doing 100 piece puzzles 


